
INTRODUCT I ON 

Wh at can a n eighb or hood analysi s do f o r y our commun i ty 
a nd what are the purpos e s b e h ind such a n u n de r tak ing? The se 
quest i ons ma y be a n s we red b e st b y dr a wing a loose an a lo g y : A 
town th at is being an al yz e d, neighb or hood by nei gh borh ood o r 
block b y b l ock is q u i te s imi l ar t o a p er son get t i n g a phy s ica l 
chec k up . A t h o r o ugh o n c e-ov er is bei ng give n to the v a r i ous 
pa rts of a l i v in g system t h at is your c ommu n it y. Un l ike a 
med ical c h ec ku p, ho wever, the community unde r examinat ion is 
s e l dom , if e v er, handed a bill of perfect hea lth . Th e r e a r e , 
or s o i t seems, a l wa y s some aspect s of this c omplicat e d, 
f ragi le an d ever c hangin g sy stem th a t are o n the bl ink and 
warr a n t r e me dial a tt ention . In a ne ig hborh ood analy sis , 
t he ref or e , the emph a si s is not to p raise t h e me r i ts a n d 
vir t u e s alr e ady k n o wn, b u t ~find out what is wro ng with a 
commun ity , t o i d e ntify th e cau se s , to d etermin e t h e e xtent 
and abov e all , t o s ug g est what can be d o ne a bout t h e sit ua
tion. 

Ta ke Ze bulo n , f or e x amp l e . For all o u twar d appearance s , 
it is a s e date , tr ee - shaded community, wel l cared for by most 
of i t s fi f t ee n h u ndred residents. It a l so seems t o b e bette r 
main ta i n ed th a n most of the similar size towns in the region. 
Inde e d , th e s e o b s ervations are not a t all false, nor t h e im
p r es s i ons d ec ep t i ve. But is there n o t hin g i n the least 
" wr ong " with t h e t o wn phy si cal l y and n o room for furt h er u p
grad ing ? 

We thin k no t. Fi rst , let us t a ke t h e other s id e of t h e 
tra cks. That de sc r ip t ion i s fig u rativ e a s we l l a s lit e ra l . 
To s a y th i s a r ea i s di l a p i d ated ou g ht n~t t o ra i se too ma ny 
eyebr o ws wi th in t h e community. But h ow a b o ut o ther p arts of 
the town ? Do th e y too show some omin o us si g ns of deterio 
rat io n? Wh at a r e t h ey and how bad? 

I t s hould b e of c o ncerni n g int~rest for al l civic-min d e d 
townsmen to f ind out the con d itions of their own immediate 
neighb o rh oo d a s well as other people's. It would be al s o 
i n fo r ma t iv e t o kn o w t h e re l ative stan d in g s of v a ri o us b l o cks 
in terms of ov er -a l l l i v abi l ity. 

I n thi s s tud y, the n , we sha ll try to pin d own just how 
" s ubsta n dard " i s a pa rti ul ar b l ock in relati o n t o t he rest 
of t h e comm u nity. Th e st andar d s used a r e strict l y t ho s e 
acc e pte d l oc a l ly , suc h as the pr o visions of the a dop te d 
z o ni ng ord i n a n c e , sub d ivision re gu l a tions, housin g c o d e s a nd 
o t h ers. Pote nti a l ca u ses wi l l f ir s t be categori z e d an d 
an a lyzed a nd reme d ies wi l l then be made in accor d ance t o their 
n a t ur e a nd their in tensities. Putting it i n a d i fferent way. 
th e basic p u rpose of th i s study is to pres c ri b e a few worth
wh ile oun c es of pre v ention now that ma y well spa re the future 
generations many p ounds of cure. 
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